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M DCC XXII. 


A 


ROD FOR THE SLUGGARD; 
OR THE 


Great Evil of IoLexess Repreſented, 


HE. following Diſcourfe on a branch 

of Chriſtian morality, not very fre- 
quently inſiſted on, I ſhall found upon that 
ſtriking, and beautifully figurative paſſage 
of Solomon, in Eccleſ. x. 18. By much 
Lothfulneſs the building decayeth, and through 
#dleneſs of the hands the houſe drappeth through. 
- This is given as the opinzon of the wile 
man, after the moſt extenſive experience, 
and the cloſeſt attention to moral objects. 
Amongſt the many diſcoveries he made, 
this is one, that as on the one hand he 
ſaw, generally ſpeaking, the hand of the 
diligent to make rich; on the other he 
found, that want cometh certainly and ir- 
reſiſtibly upon the ſlothful and indolent: 
that in the nature of things, and from the 
relation between cauſe and effect, By much 
Pothfulneſs the building aecayelb, and through 
zaleneſs of the hands the houfe droppeth through. 
He evidently ſaw, that the bounty of 
our moral governor has not, in itſelf, the 
R | A 2 
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leaſt tendency to tie the hand of diligence, 
or to prevent the utmoſt exertion of every 
natural and moral power; but, on the con- 
trary, that it is che beſt incentive to human 
induſtry. The Pſalmiſt addreſſing him- 
ſelf to his God, and taking. a ſurvey of the 
brutal inhabitants of this world, uſeth 
theſe remarkable words *, Theſe all wait 
upon thee, that thou mayzf gi ve them their 
"meat in due ſeaſon. That thou giveſt them 
they Father; thou openeſt thine hand, and 
they are filled with good. Theſe words 
moſt beaurifull dif lay the law, which 
the whole © ſyſtem being is under 
to the Almighty Creator, whoſe bounty is 
| the only efficient of their ſubſiſtence; the 
f obligation all are under to gather t the 
| bleſfings of his bounty, in the uſe of ap- 
'pointed means. And although ſpoken 
Primarily,” with reference to the brutal 
"Tanks, it cannot but be very proper to apply 
them to reaſonable men; as it would be 
| abſurd to ſuppoſe that the all-wiſe Creator, 
by an invariable ſtated law, ſhould have 
ſubjected unthinking animals to diligence, 
in gathering the bleflings of his Providence, 
and have left his vicegerent man, whom 


Y Pfalm CIV, 27, 28. 


I To gather — The word gather is here choſen ra- 
de than collect, in alluſion to the paſſage pal 
* quoted from — me of Iſrael. 1 
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he hath ennobled wich his own image, and 
adorned with thinking powers, unſubjected . 
to any ſuch obligation. In the days of 


Iſrael's peregrinations in the wilderneſs, 
their God was indeed pleaſed graciouſly 


to depart from the uſual rules of his Pro- 


vidence, and by a miracle to feed them for 
forty years; yet till fo, as that his bleſſings 
mould be ſought with induſtry, and that 
they ſhould gather with their own hands, 
the proviſion made for their ſuſtenance. 
The manna fell indeed in all the camp, 


but not within any of their tents; and, 


although it fell even by the tent doors, it 
dropt into none of their mouths. He 
58 them manna in the greateſt abun- 

nce, but they muſt gather it, ere they 
could feed; every man muſt ſeek his own 
proviſion, every man his Homer. None 
could live upon the induſtry of his neigh · 
bour; ſo that if any neglected to gather, 
he muſt even faſt it out, till the next return 
of the corn of heaven ®. From hence we 
are taught, that plenty of means has, in 
elf, no tendeney to promote their neglect 
or diſuſe. God gives many precious bleſ- 
fings to his people, in the uſe of means ; 
bur all his gifts muſt be fought for in the 


| ordinances of his houſe, where his bleſſed 


* Pſalm Lxxviii, 24 | 
RN pro- 
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roviſions are given to the hungry; and 
e fares the beſt who is moſt diligent in 

his own ſpecial-appointments, for he filleth 

their mouths with his goodneſs. Strange 


Als it may ſeem, there really is ſuch a thing 


as being glutted with a plenty of che means, 
and a perverting the deſigns of grace, by | 
taking occaſion, from the richneſs of the 
Redeemer's bounty, to indulge ourſelves * 
unto ſlothfulneſs and neglect; till our ap- 
petite for ſpiritual things is ſo far gone, as 
to lothe even the honey-comb itſelf ; and 
becauſe we have means ſo exceedingly 
plenty, we profit by.them little or nothing. 
Our gracious Provider giveth his good 
things only to the hungry ; the dull, the 
heavy, and fat ſoul 1s uſually ſent empty” 
away. - 


How beautiful is it to ſee, on the one 


hand, the bounty of our God poured down 
about our, camp in plentiful ſhowers; and, 


on the other hand, to ſee the munificence of 


- © heaven ſerving to. quicken the zeal, and 


promote the activity of its dependants, ſo 


that they are up with early diligence, and 
holy induſtry, to gather the bounties of 


their God. But what an. unlovely ſcene 
does flothfulneſs preſent, and how truly 
contemptible does it render its ſubjects ?. 


Ak the'wiſe man, for he can tell you “. 


I went by the field of the flothful, and by 
7 Prov. Xxiv. 30, 31. | | 
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the vineyard of the man void of under - 
Handing; and lo! it was all grown over 
with thorns, nettles had covered the face 
thereof, and the ſtone wall thereef was broken 


down. What a landſkip is here? How 


awfully pictureſque are the conſequences of 
flothfulneſs ? And how diſagreeable, yea, 
how ſhocking is the dwelling of the ſlug- 
gard ? The ſlothful man, and the man 
void of underſtanding, are both but one 
perſon ; an idle hand being a certain ſymp- 
tom of a vain and fooliſh heart. Wiſdom 
is like faith, it can only be known by its 
fruits; and flothfulneſs being no evidence 
either of wiſdom or faith, the holy ſcrip- 
ture ſets down the idle, ſlothful perſon, for 
both a fool and infidel. His vineyard and 
fields are cye-fores to the public, and 
nuiſances to the commonwealth, His 
farm is a thorny wilderneſs, rather than a 
fruitful field, and his vineyard more fit for 
an habitation of dragons, than. likely to 

eld delight to the rational beholder, Such 
is the caſe of that profeſſor, who is careleſs 


in the uſe of the means of grace. His 


ſoul is uncultivated like the ſluggard's 
garden; whillt he ſleeps in ſecurity, the 
nettles and thorns ſpring up with luxu- 
riance. His heart is more like a den of 
dragons, a cage of filthy birds, or a pit 


of 
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of the holy immaculate Redeemer; and 
his conduct is an evident flight upon the 
bounties of ſovereign grace, inſtead of 
manifeſting a defire after the enjoyment of 
its Author. I may add, that not unlike 
to the vineyard of the flothful, is that 
church where diſcipline is neglected ; diſ- 
cipline is as the ſtone wall of the vineyard, 


— — — p -= YT 
— — — . — — — 


which, when broken down, the wild bear 


of the foreſt, foxes both great and ſmall 
may enter in, to devour and to tread under- 
foot. As in other caſes, it is here, the 
band of the diligent maketh rich“. Dili- 
gence ſecureth the houſe, ennobles and 
beautifies the landſkip. 

To come now to a more particular il- 
luſtration of the ſubject, I ſhall conſider 
this flothfulneſs or idleneſs of the hands, 
as it may refer to the things of this life. 
— To Chriſtians. in a collective capacity, 
— and to individual profeſſors of religion, 
as they uſe, or diſuſe, the appointed means 
of grace, | 

I. Sloth, or idleneſs of hands, is common 
enough, even as it reſpects the things of 
this preſent life, notwithſtanding its ab- 
fardity, and its unwarrantableneſs by all 
laws, divine and human. In the nature 
of things, the end is not to be expected 


® Prov, x. 4. | 
| without 
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without the uſe of the means. If you 
would go to France, you muſt croſs the 
waters; if you would live comfortably, 
you mult act diligently; or if you would 
dwell in ſafety, you muſt ſtand upon your 
guard. The voice of the law is, He 
that will not work let bim not eat“; yet, 
in defiance of divine authority, ſome are 
ſo ſottiſhly ſtupid, and void of underſtand- 
ing, that they expect the end, without the 
means, and to eat whether they work or 
not. But theſe ſluggards are the peſt of 
ſociety; the burden of the church; and 
their own deſtroyers. | 
_ Firſt, They are the peſts of ſociety ; as 
from the baneful ſource of idleneſs, do 
Apring almoſt. all diſorders, which diſturb 
the peace, and endanger the property of 
individuals. Sinners arrived at the very 
zenith of villany, capable of perpetrating 
. deeds the moſt daring, and ; horrid, are 
uſually found to have begun their courſe 
of 1 in an averſion to buſineſs, or 
idleneſs of the hands. Who are capable 
of raiſing tumults, and commitring riots, 
but idle profligates, the avowed enemies 
to honeſt induſtry? To what purpoſe are 
watchmen appointed, to patrol the ſtreets, 
in the ſilent hours of general repoſe, but 

to protect the induſtrious, againſt the ra- 


| # 2 Theſ/ iii. 10. 8 
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['l pine and. violence of the flothful , vaga- 
þ nd? When you travel by the way, or 
1 are late abroad on the evening, you appre- 
| hend no evil, at the hand of the diligent 
l labourer, how indigent ſoever; but you 
j dread an encounter with the idle villain, 
wWhoſe averſion to honeſt labour, leads him, 
like the wild beaſts of the foreſts, to prey 
upon his neighbours. They that are con- 
| verſant in criminal courts, muſt neceſſarily 
if form the moſt terrible ideas of an idle 
| courſe of life, and ſee the neceſſity for 
parents and maſters, not only keeping 
their children, and apprentices, conſtantly 
| employed, but by all poſſible means re- 
[ ſtraining them, from the company of thoſe, 
i who diſcover an averſion to buſineſs or 
| learning. As an averſion to learning in 
it, infancy, is uſually followed by ſuch an 
_ averſion to buſineſs in youth, and man- 
oF _ hood, from which the moſt dreadful con- 
| ſequences may be raturally apprehended. 
I wouldadviſe every young one, whomay 
happen to read this little Tract, to avoid 
- the company of all youth, who are often 
detected in a neglect of their proper buſi- 
neſs, with as much care, as you would 
avoid the hole of an adder. For thoſe who 
mind not their proper bulineſs, muſt be 
worſe employed; and hence it is, that none 
are addicted to idleneſs, but ſuch as are 
Forts 5 | wickedly 
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 wickedly given. Therefore they are ſure 


to de injurious.to every one, who deſires 
to live with honour in the world, pro- 
curing for themſelves things honeſt in the 
fight of all men. But if you ſee a child 
diligent, in his purſuit of learning whilſt 
at ſchool, or a youth that is faithful and 
induſtrious in his maſter's ſervice, culti- 
vate an acquaintance with him, for honour 
ſhall certainly be his attendant, and he ſhall 
be a bleſſing to fociety, for a man diligent 
in his bufineſs ſhall not be amongſt mean men, 
but ball ſtand before kings“, whilſt the 
ſlothful and idle ſhall be cloathed with rags, 
and pinched with penury and famine. 
Secondly, The idle or ſlothful perſon 


is not only the peſt of ſociety in general, 


but ſhould he, by any means, gain ad- 
mittance into a goſpel church, he becomes 
a burden or dead weight upon it, and 
as ſuch ought by no means to be tolerated, 
much leſs relieved. In the nature of things, 
the community can receive no manner af 
aſſiſtance from him, either in things ſpiri- 
tual or temporal. In regard to temporal 
things, he is cloathed with rags; involved 


in want merely through the idleneſs of his 


hands, ſo that he can lend no manner of 
aſſiſtance, however heavy their burdens 


may fall upon them. And were he even 


Prov. xxl, 29. 


poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed. of ſpiritual: gifts, they may not 
communicate with him therein, as he is a 
diſorderly perſon; a ſtain to the goſpel 
profeſſion; and a ſcandal to that Kosch 
unhappily burdened with his indolence. 
- -Suppoſe, for inſtance, that a profeſſor 
of this caſt ſtands in the relation of a ſer- 
vant to a maſter who is no profeſſor; what 
is likely to be his reaſoning in ſuch a caſe, 
concerning the church with whom the 
fluggard is connected? I can give you a 
ſpecimen of what 1 myſelf have heard, 
and what I deem very injurious to the re- 
putation of any religious ſociety whatever. 
Says Mod DANO to me one day, & don't 
love theſe religious ſervants, who pretend 
to more ſanctity than their netghbours, and 
yet, at the ſame time, are more unprofi- 
table members of ſociety, than many who 
make no profeſſion of religion at all. There 
is Indolus, my man, a fellow who might 
be very uſeful if he would, but who is fo 
idle and careleſs, that there is no bearing 
with him. His is honeſt, I believe, fo 
that II can truſt him; but there is no get- 
ting him up in any reaſonable time in the 
morning; and if he is ſent upon buſineſs 
through the day, one knows not when he 
will return; and my buſineſs at home is 
frequently neglected, for the ſake of ſome 
frivolous matter or other. So that 1 
E „ - 50 le ve 
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lieve I muſt and ſhall. part with him. And 
yet this fellow is a member of ——schurch, 
and one that thinks himſelf better by 
ever ſo much than others, who do their 
duty. Surely common honeſty muſt be 
one of the firſt leſſons taught by Chriſti- 
- anity ; for that religion mult be deteſtable 
which makes people worſe maſters, or ſer- 
vants, than they would have been without 
it. I know not what to think of that ſo- 
ciety, they muſt be a ſtrange kind of peo- 
ple, who admit ſuch a fellow as him 
amongſt them. But I ſuppoſe they are 
nnen ut 

By means of ſlothfulneſs in a member 
the church is ſlandered, and hurt, the in- 
fulel is prejudiced againſt religion, and the 
bands of ſin are made ſtronger; but this 


n 1 —_— C 


) is not all. Idle perſons are diſorderly, and 
> apt to be buſy- bodies, and meddlers in other 
: peoples affairs. Thoſe who are given to 
) induſtry have ſo much of their own to at- 
4 tend, that they have no time to loſe, in 
d conſidering the ſtate. of other peoples af- 
Þ fairs, without an abſolute neceſſity. But 
e the ſlothful perſon, having nothing to do, 
8 can give himſelf intirely to ſtudy the con- 
e cerns of others. He hath time to go about, 
18 from houſe to houſe, goſſiping, and ſow- 
le ing the ſeeds of diviſion and contention. 
e- None ſo likely to commence tale bearer, 
VE : tattler, 
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tattler and buſy - body, as the: Nothful and 
indolent, — none ſo likely to become 
diſturbers of the peace of the community. 
Some have been of this ſtamp, who, if 
we may judge by appearances, ſeem to 
have crept into goſpel churches, merely 
with a view to have their ſloth ſupported; 
but they ought to know, that a church can- 
not ſupport an idle perſon, if capable of 
working, but in defiance of the word of 
God, which expreſsly charges, 7. bat be 
0% will not wark ſhall not eat*.” 
"Thirdly, the idle and ſlothful are not 
only the peſts of ſociety, and the burden of 
churches; but they alſo are their own de- 
ſtroyers; for inſtance, the ſluggard leads 


an uncomfortable and diſagreeable life; 


even admitting he is reſtramed from the 
enormities already mentioned. His way 
is like à thorn hedge, Prov. xv. 19. He 
meets with nothing but difficulties. There 
is a lion in every way, and: a ſerpent fuſ- 
pected: to be in every path. A mole hill 
to him is a mountain, and a windleſtraw 
like a tall ceder in Lebanon. His deſires 
are as ſtrong, perhaps, ſtronger than thoſe 
of others; but alas! his induſtry being ſo 
very far inferior to his wants; he may well 


be ſaid to deſire, and not have wherewithal 


to gratify the ardent paſſion; and there- 
nn ar iii. 10. 5 
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Fore it is, that the wiſe man ſaith, tbe. do- 
Are of the flothful killeth hin. That is, 
through the intenſeneſs of the deſire, and 
the chagrine of diſappointment, melan- 
choly is bred, which preys upon the vi- 
tals, and at laſt ſtops up the ſprings of life 


_ -themlelves. He will not plough in ſpring, 


and how ſhould he reap in harveſt? He 
diſregards the induſtry: of the ant in the 
ſummer, and therefore cannot have re- 
courſe to her well ſtored granaries in win- 
ter. Nor is he likely to fare in any wiſe 
equal to thoſe, whoſe induſtry has recom- 


mended them to the eſteem of ſociety, 


when he is naturally overtaken with appa- 
rent eireumſtances of diftreſs. The ſloth- 


ful perſon makes all men his enemies; and 


he that looks to others for aſſiſtance, whilſt 
he has a capacity to provide for himſelf, 
but neglects the means of ſo doing, ſhall 
find that he. is utterly deſerted, when in 


reality his neceſſity comes upon him. For 


WANT hall come upon him, as a man in 
Full armour, who cannot be reſiſted'; then 
what languiſhing defire is he expoſed to; 
and how ſervilely muſt he cringe, to. ob- 


©tain a morſe} of - bread for lukenundes: in 


the time of his neceſſity. | 
II. The words which are the foundation | 
of this Diſcourſe, ** By much flothfulneſs the 


Prov. xxi. 25. 
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building decayeth, and through idleneſs of the 
hands the houſe droppeth through,” may be 


applied to the members of a goſpel church, 


in a collective capacity, called to be workers 


together with and for God. In which ca- 
pacity, diligence and induſtry are indiſpen- 


ſibly neceſſary, in order to keep the build- 
ing in proper repair. 


- |, Chriſt Jeſus our common Lord, hath fur- 
niſhed his church with the moſt profitable 


and ſalutary rules, which, notwithſtanding 
their eaſe and excellence, are frequently 


neglected ; the building falls into an ap- 
parent decay, and retains: little likeneſs to 
the pattern-exhibited by revelations And 


this is ſometimes the caſe, where the 


ties are, in ſome meaſure, ſenſible of the 
diſorder, and wiſh it was otherwiſe. But 
it ought to be obſerved, that if my houſe 
has its tiles ſtripped off by the wind, my 
being ſorry for it, and withing it repaired, 
will not prevent the rain from dropping 
through. The workmen muſt be employ- 


ed, and the tiles replaced, in order to ren- 
Juſt ſo it 
is with the church when diſorders take 


place. Lamenting it, and talking of it 
from place - to place, and wiſhing it was 
 otherwile; will not be effectual to heal the 
. diſorder. - There muſt be a vigorous 
_ Exertion of church authority; diſcipline 
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muſt be executed according to the unmixed 
dlictates of holy ſcripture, and that with- 

out delay. I herefore care dought to he 
talen, that church buſinefs be not com- 
mitted to improper perſons, as expedition 
in this caſe is as neceſſary as diſcretion. 
Were any part of church buſineſs commit- 
ted to one, who ſhould act like the ſlug- 
gard in it, without heart and activity. ma- 
king no point of conſcience at all of diſ- 
patch, he would verify Satamon's words, 
AHA, four grapes to the teeth, and ſmoke to 
the eyes, /e is the fluggard to them that [end 
Aim; and his neglect af buſineſs may be 
attended with conſequences which he ne- 
ver apprehended. For as ſour grapes ſet 
the teeth on edge, and unfit them for maſ- 
tication, neglect of buſineſs in one depart - 
ment will ſtop the whole eding. Nor 
ſhall the evil ſtop here; for fuch conduct 
is like ſmoak: to the eyes, which injures. 
the fight; and it is poſſible that ſuch neg. 
lect may, from mere reſpect to the brother 
ſo neglecting, cauſe a chureh to loſe fight 
of the original object, and ſo faulter in re- 
ipe& of duty. Now as every brother in a 
goſpel church, formed upon 'an-indepens 
dant or ſcriptural plan, is called to act for 
the general good, it behoves every indi- 
vidual to call himſelf to account, and en» 
B. 3 quire- 
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quire what part of church buſineſs lies or 
ſttops with him; perhaps this might have 
an happy tendency to promote 3 5 | 
A goſpel church is a little common- 
wealth, in which public good is, or ought 
to be, with every one, the leading objet ; 
and where living merely to -one's-ſelf, or 
ſeeking our own, is held to be deteſtable 
and unchriſtian. Yet after all, it is 


ble that even in ſuch a church, there may 


be found ſome, who mean no more by 
Chriſtian fellowſhip, than meeting pub- 
lickly together to partake of the word and 
ordinances: but ſuch. —_=_ evidently be- 
tray an inattention to the ſcriptures, as well 
as Ignorance: of the ſpirit and genius of 
ſociety in general. Every member of ſo- 
ciety 1s intereſted in the moſt interior part 
of its communion; and therefore every 
member is by natural, as well as ſcriptural 
obligations, as much bound to attend pri- 
vate church meetings, as he is to attend 


the moſt public appointments of the 


church. © bas 8 
It is even poſſible, in a Chriſtian ſociety, 
to find ſome, who may be active and dili- 
gent providers for their own houſes, ten- 
der and loving huſbands, induſtrious and 
k ind parents, faithful and benevolent maſ- 
ters, Who at the ſame time are meer flug- 
gards in the matters of Chriſt's kingdom. 
1 M Sa 
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- Theſe act conſiſtently as men, but incon- 


ſiſtently as Chriſtians, - and ſervants to the 
King of kings. Now, as all effects what- 


ever proceed from certain cauſes, it may 
not be amiſs, under this head, firſt to en- 


uire into the cauſes, why active men, re- 
pecting worldly things, are ſometimes 
flothful in performing the work of God's 
ſanctuary; then ſecondly, to ſnew that the 
whole of this is miſtaken condubt. 


I. Men of activity in providing for their 


own houſes, are ſometimes very ſlothful 
in the buſineſs of Chriſt's kingdom; at 
leaſt dilatory in purſuing the intereſt of that 
church in particular, with which they ſtand 
connected; which ſlothfulneſs may ariſe from 
all, and certainly does from one of the fol- 
lowing cauſes, jeif-love—miſtruſt—covetouſ- 
neſs--an undue regard to the conduct of others, 
- Firſt, -Self-love will give the preference 
to our own affairs, and lead to a neglect of 
the Redeemer's church, and its concerns, 
as ſeemingly to us of leſs importance. 
Hence the following reaſoning ariſes; 
church buſineſs to be ſure ought to be at- 
tended to by ſomebody ; things are not fo 
well as might be wiſhed. But what can I 
do, I have ſo many burdens of my own ? 
I muſt look to my own houſes and lands, 
and improve the talents entruſted with me. 


I muſt take care of my wife, my — 
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and other near relations, that have a depen- 
dance on me. And hence if you thus ad- 
dreſs ſome individuals, Well, Chriſt is 
to be worſhipped to-day. You will bave 
for anſwer, I cannot attend; for | have a 


cuſtomer to meet at ſuch a place; a ſale or 


ſome other urgent buſineſs in hand, there- 
fore I pray thee have me excuſed. The 
church. has buſineſs which muſt be done 
to-night 7? but 1 have affairs of very 
great importance of my own to attend to, 
which, if neglected, may be of bad conſe- 
quences z. they can do well enough with- 
out me; what can be expected from one 
that has ſo: many cares of his own upon 
him, wherefore | pray thee have me ex- 
cuſedꝰ . In this caſe it is very eaſy to ſee 
to whom the preference is given, to ſelf or 
the bleſſed Jetus ; ſo that without any dif- 
ficulty it will be ſeen, that ſelf is the great 
Antichriſt to be guarded againſt, and that 
all ſelf· love is Antichriſtianiſm. Let you 
and me beware of pluming ourſelves with 
the honours due to the head of the church, 


and af appropriating to private purpoſes 


the time and talents beſtowed for public 


This nt inteaded to cenſure an aan obo 
fence, from omething happening of more than ordinary 


importance ; but ſuch- an heartleſs indifference, as 


makes church affairs ſeem to be of little moment in 
the eye of fome profeſiors. | 


0 
1 
s 
1 
t 
l 
1 

_ 
1 
1 
t 
C 
c 
c 
n 
n 
T 
fi 
11 
t. 
A 
We 
1 
t 


A ROD for the SLUGGARD. 21 


good. It is not enough to avoid being a 
burden to a church, and giving no uneaſt- 
neſs, but all are called to ſtudy uſefulneſs. 
The ſervant with one talent was not caſt 
out for embezzling his lord's money, for 
he kept it very carefully tied in a napkin, 
and for greater ſecurity: hid it in the earth; 
but he was rejected for not improving the 
talent with which he was entruſted, To 
be ſatisfied therefore with being able to ſay, 
] never was troubleſome to the church,“ 
is fooliſh- and abſurd : thou haſt been a 
robber of Chriſt, and his church too, if 
thine own affairs in the family have ſuper- 
ſeded thy care, induſtriouſly to promote 
the good of his intereſt. | 
Secondly, Another cauſe of this floth- 
fulneſs in the things ot God, and the great 
concerns of his houſe, is miſtruſt in the 
divine Providence, as if the Lord could 
not, or would not take care of your buſi- 
neſs, whilſt you are conſcientiouſly giving 
your attendance to the duties of your ſta- 
tion in his ſanctuary. Ziklag, David's re- 
ſidence, was indeed ſpoiled by the enemy, 
in the abſence of him and his men; but 
then they were not abſent from their houſes 
upon the concerns of God's houſe, but had 
joined themſelves to Achiſh, the enemy of 
Iſrael: ſo that the ſacking of Ziklag, and 
the capture of his wives, may rather be 
T2] f | con- 


: 


22 A ROD for the SLUGGARD. 

conſidered as a juſt rebuke, than a negle& 
of holy Providence. But it was far other- 
wiſe with the Reubenites, the Gadites, and 
the half tribe of Manafſeh, whoſe inheri- 
_ tance lay beyond Jordan, adjoining to the 


countries of enemies; they left their lands 


defenceleſs, when all their males went an- 
nually up to Shiloh to worſhip; yet did 
not their enemies invade their -lands, for 
God was the guardian of their wives and 
little ones; ſo that their country never en- 
joyed more profound peace, than when its 
ſtrength was withdrawn, on account of 
their being required to appear before 
him annually. Tou who are maſters 
and miſtreſſes expect no more of your 
dervants, than that they ſhould do your bu- 
ſineſs. It is their part to perform it faith- 
fully, and it is yours to provide for them 
neceſſary food, and the appointed reward 
vhilſt they are about it. We are all ſer- 
vants to God our Saviour, Who challengeth 
the honour due to him. If I be a maſ- 
ter where is my fear“? Ought not we 
then to allow him the honour of a maſter, 
by ſeeing faithfully and diligently to the 
buſineſs. of his houſe; and whilſt ſo doing, 
leaving it to him to take care of our food, 

raiment, and all neceflary concerns? But 


it argues a great deal of infidelity, when we 
. ö N * Mal. 1. 6. 8 
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dare not leave the diſpoſal of our temporal 
affairs to him whoſe work we are called to 
attend. 240 a 
Thirdly, Another ground of this ſloth- 


Fulneſs, in reſpect to the houſe of God, is 


covetouſneſs; that ſordid, mean and baſe 
diſpoſition, ſo unbecoming a child of God, 
and heir of immortal glory, It is not in- 
deed an eaſy matter to perſuade any man 
that he is a covetous perſon ; and ſelf- adu- 
lation hath ſtill made it more difficult, hav- 
ing deviſed feigned names, ſuch as fru- 
gality and induſtry, by which it is uſually 
called. But I think that, with great ſafety, 
we may call by that ſordid name, all de- 
fire of getting more of the world, than 1s 
conſiſtent with our duty in the houſe of 
God. I have well weighed this rule, and 
cannot ſee the leaſt impropriety in it, and 
if it is admitted. as valid, it will follow, 
that very many of the members of goſpel 
churches, muſt be ranked along with this 
grovelling claſs of men, who alſo claſs 
with idolaters and worſhippers of Mam- 

mon. Beſides, this vile principle tacitly 
brings the charge of injuſtice againſt the 
moral government of God, in requiring 
of us more than is really conſiſtent with 
our well-being as Chriſtians. Beware, 
therefore, how you neglect the duties of 
God's houſe, for the ſake of your own 
"2 Hh RE temporal 
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temporal emolument, ſeeing every ſuch 
neglect is, in itſelf, a Charge againſt God, 
our Saviour and lawgiver, as gathering 
where he hath not ſtrawed, and reaping 
where he hath not ſown. And remember 
this, that if God was to roll into your 
poſſeſſion, all the riches of the Eaſt, they 
would not add the leaſt degree of comfort 
and pleaſure to you in your dying mo- 


ments. Nothing then will give you ſatis- 


faction, but the preſence of that God, 
whoſe ſervice you are now called to purſue, 
And is it not prepoſterous for people, con- 
trary to the dictates of their own enlight- 


ened minds, to make ſo much ado about 


what will yield neither pleaſure nor profit 
on a dying day? Once more; 


Fourthly, Another ſpring of this neglect 


of duty, or ſlothfulneſs reſpecting the af- 
fairs of the houſe of God, is a miſtaken 
regard to the conduct of others, making 


that, inſtead of God's word, the rule by 


which our religious behaviour is governed, 
At firſt view, one would indeed think, 
that people who have faith in their hearts, 
and the Bible, in their hands; people who 
profeſs to have ſubmitted to Jeſus as the 
only lawgiver to his church, could not be 
Suu of a conduct ſo diſhonouring to the 
aviour, and fo prepoſterous in itſelf, as to 
be at all influenced by the example of 
| 2 others, 
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others, whether churches or individuals, fo - 


as to make it any part of our rule. Yet 
even from the beginning it was ſo, as we 
find in the caſe of Peter, whoſe difingenu- 


ous behaviour at Antioch drew Barnabas 


into diſſimulation along with him. It ſtill 


has its influence, not only over individuals, 


but over the ſpirit and conduct of ſome 


churches, whoſe profeſſion gave room to 


have hoped for a more conſiſtent and uni- 


form regard to the Redeemer's ſacred au- 
thority. . 


Two claſſes of people are in a ſpecial 


manner liable to be affected by the ex- 
ample of others. The forbful and the 
fearful. | 

Firſt, The ſlothful, in what capacity ſo- 
ever, will be apt to reſt ſatisfied, that in 
his religious converſation he is not far be- 
hind his neighbours. Tell him, „you 


« was not with us on the laſt occaſion.” 


You have his anſwer, © I was not; but 
there was brother ſuch a one, he was not 
there neither.“ Tell him, I ſeldom ſee 
vyou at church meeting, I ſhould be glad, 
* my brother, to ſee you oftener among us.“ 
His anſwer is ready again, ©* Icome as often 
„as can; I believe I am full as often 
< there as brother /uch a one, or brother 
* ſuch a one; if all would come as often 
* as I do, we ſhould be more full than we 
| C « frequently 
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<< frequently are.” Now this may all be 
true; but how true ſoever, what is it to 
the putpoſe? What is the conduct of 
others to thee? Surely it is no part of thy 
rule. The whole matter hes finally be- 
tween God and thy own ſoul. The beha- 
viour of every member of a goſpel com- 
munity, is or ought to be independant of 
all influence, beſides that of Chriſt's au. 
thority/ in the ſcriptures of truth; and t 
only rule, O believer, is what the Lord thy 
God requires of thee, and not what bro- 
ther ſuch a one does, or leaves undone. 
Again, the ſlothful are very apt to pay an 
undue regard to the ſtate and order of other 
churches of the ſame perſuaſion ; ſuch a 
man is more apt to compare the commu- 
nity to which he belongs with them, than 
with the apoſtolic church, our only pat- 
tern; and to reſt ſatisfied with being able 
to ſay, our church falls little ſhort of any 
of our fiſter chutches, either in faith or 
order, though it comes not up to the puri- 
ty af the primitive church. But why are 
churches called independent, but from 
their profeſſed regard to the ſcriptures, ex- 
cluſive of any other influence whatever, as 


—_ = 


their only rule both of faith and diſcipline, 


conſiſtent with the true ſpirit and genius 
or the goſpel? Churches in any — un- 
der the influence of others, or mutually in- 

| fluencing 
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Aluencing one another, may, indeed, if they 
choole it, call themſelves independents ; 
but in truth they have no more of inde- 
pendency than the cmpty, and (with them) 
unmeaning name. But what is it to one 
church how another is managed ? That we 
are/upon a level with others in point of re- 
gularity, is no manner of proof that we 
are right, unleſs we have the conviction in 
our own hearts, that we for ourſelves, as a 
church, do really go forth by the footſteps 
of the flock, and walk in the good old 
way, to to be diſcovered no where but in the 
volume of Revelation. In point of faith 
we will be ſatisfied for ourſelves, and wilk 
receive nothing but upon rational evidence; 
and is there not equal reaſon for us to ſa- 
tisfy ourſelves, from God's unerring word, 
what is the diſcipline inſtituted by the Re- 
deemer? To talk of things being left to diſ- 
eretion, in reference to church diſcipline, as 
ſome have done, is an impious flander upon 
the BI x, repreſenting it as a rule inadequate 
tothe purpoſes of practical religion. Why 
ſhould we be ſatisfied with rankingwithothers 
here, when we would not chooſe to riſk our 
; ſtate with a being claſſed with any fer of men 
hereafter, without knowing of a truth, that 
their faith and practice are actually 'builr 
upon the | prophets and apoſtles, Chriſt 
haumſelf being the chief corner flone, In a 
ng : C 2 | word, 
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word, every individual, and every church, 
is called to act in all things as the Bible di- 
res; to the law, therefore, and to the 
teſtimony, for whoſoever walks not accord- 
ing to this rule, it is becauſe there is no 
light in them. | I | 

Secondly, Another claſs of people, whoſe 
conduct is abſo!utely limited by that of 
others, is the fearful ; who are ſo extreme- 
A eng delicate, and modeſt, that they 
dare not be too zealous in their attach- 

ment to the ſimplicity of the ſcriptures, 
either in faith or practice, for fear of giv- 
ing offence to others, eſpecially to thoſe 
who love to have the preheminence. It is 
not the practical opinion of all who have 
places in goſpel churches, that it is better 
to obey God than man; and hence light is 
ſtifled, and the powers of the mind be- 
come ſlaves to the paſhons and prejudices 
of others, inſtead of being ſubject to 
Chriſt's authority in the ſcriptures. But 
how prepoſterous, unchriſtian and unman- 
ly is this miſtaken conduct! If other mea 
are really lovers of your Redeemer, your 
zeal for his honour, your firm attachment 
to Bible authority, and your ſtudy to 
maintain conſciences void of offence before 
God, as well as before man, will not, can- 
not, be offenſive to them; and if they are 
ſuch who love to have the * 
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and want, at all events, to eſtabliſh 435 
own authority, they are to be diſregarded, 

- as Enemies to the goſpel of Chriſt. But 
remember, that when your ſtudy, to avoid 
. giving offence. to man, brings guilt upon 
your conſciencies before an heart-ſearching 


God, you act, in a manner, very unbe- 
coming the name and character of a Chriſ- 
tian, As the fear of man never fails to 


bring a ſnare, it ought to be guarded 


againſt; and the followers of Chriſt ſhould 
Ab be as Pen in earneſt in his ſervice, 
-as, worldings of every kind are in maki 

proviſion {ad the fleſh, to gratify the NE 
__ brutal defires of ſenſual affection; re- 


membring always that one is our Maſter, 


even Jeſus, who was crucified for us and 
roſe again; and that all fear which reſtrains 
from, the exerciſe of duty is ſinful in its 


nature, and ought to be guarded againſt, 
125 WE; would with to avoid the upbraidings 
of a guilty. conſcience. 


Having traced this flothfulneſs in the 


way, and work of God to its proper {prings, 


4 Mall now. 
II. Shew, that it is utterly wrong. and 
injurious to our own houſes, as well as to 


the houſe of God, which is his church and 
People. 


iſt, It is ſo far from gaining the appro- 


bacion of the bleſſed Governor, that ir 


C3 really 
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really ſabje&s unto his ſharp rebuke, as is 


clear from the caſe of the two ſiſters of La- 
zarus, Martha, and Mary, whoſe ſpirit and 
conduct were very different, and .whoſe 
treatment by their heavenly gueſt was in all 
reſpects as different, and properly adapted 
to their ſeveral diſpoſitions 
If immoderate care could at all be juſti- 
fied, Martha had not been reproved; for 
| ſhe had as much to plead in her own ex- 
cuſe, as can be pretended to by any of her 
kinsfolks, who umitate the anxiety of her 
ſpirit, and ſtand aloof from the feet of their 
Saviour..-She was not miſtreſs of the 
houſe,” but houſekeeper to ber brother Laza- 
rus, and therefore her conduct was ſubject 


to his inſpection.— She had a great enter- 


tainment to provide, which required much 
ſolicitude and induſtry, eſpecially as the Son 
of God, the Lord of heaven and earth, 
was the principal among her company, for 
whom the feal was providing.— She had a 
fiſter ſo taken up with religion, that, what- 
ever was to be done in the houſe, ſhe mind - 


ed nothing but hearing of Chriſt's ſer- 


mons, and ſitting at his feet when in com- 
pany. No doubt it was very provoking to 


careful buſy - Martha, to fee her fiſter ſo 


inattentive to houſhold affairs, when ſhe 
herſelf was in fuch a pother. She thought 
that Mary might have come of her own 


accord, 
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accord, and ſaid, Siſter ſhall I aſſiſt 


you:“ But Mary continued as thought- 
eſs, as if there had been no buſtle in the 
family. Wherefore ſhe could bear it no 
longer, but reſolved to give her the hear- 
ing of it, and that to mortify her the 
more before all the company. Well, ſne 


comes, and lays her appeal before Jeſus, 
and wanted him to ſide wich her in reprov- 
ing her neglectful ſiſter. Lord, doſt not 
thou care that my fiſter hath left me to ſerve 
alone? Bid her therefore that ſhe help me.“ 


As if the had ſaid, It is not ſo ſtrange. 


that my ſiſter ſhould leave me in this hur- 
ry-of -bulineſs to ſerve alone; for that is 
common with her, ſhe minds nothing but 
running-after preaching, whatever is to be 
done at home; but I wonder that 7Je/as 
ſhould countenance her in her careleſſneſs: 


thou Lord teacheſt the ways of God in 


truth; wilt not thou convince my ſiſter of 
her miſtaken conduct, and ſtir her up to 
diligence in her domeſtic ſtation. It muſt 
be right, therefore bid her at once thar 


ſhe come to my aſſiſtance.” Such was her 


appeal; but what anſwer does ſhe receive? 
Why, a very mortifying one; a ſevere re- 
proof. Martha, Martha, thou art cum- 
bred about many things, but one thing is need- 


Jul, and Mary hath choſen that good part 
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tobich Hall not be taken. from ber.“ q. d. 
Mari ba, Martha, thou art ſo full of per- 
plexing care thyſelf, that it blinds thee to 
thy true privilege z thou canſt not be eaſy 
without lugging in both heaven. and earth 
to join in thine: anxieties. Wouldeſt thou 
have me, Martha, who am come from. hea- 
ven for thy redemprian, to join thee in the 
low and pitiful cares which pain thy bo- 
ſom, and check that conduct, Which " all 
others is the moſt acceptable to me. Ma- 
's tears bede wing my feet, and her at- 
tentive regard to my doctrine, is by far 
more pleaſing to me, than the ſumptu- 
ous feaſt which thou art providing, Mar- 
- tha. I therefore juſtify thy ſiſter s condud, 
and highly 3 the choice ſhe has 
made, and will encourage and protect her 
in its enjoyment.“ Thus it is manitelt, 
that worldly care, which' is protractive of 
ſpiritual duty, ſhall never obeam che divine 
approbation. en z. 
2. If he that fonlakes; all Wall Have 
an hundred fold in this life, beſides eter- 
nal life in the world to come; and if 
he that will loſe his life for the: ſake of 
Chriſt and his. Goſpel, ſhall ſave. it, it is 
raſy and natural to ſhew, thay the beſt way 
io ſecure your property from the ravages of 
Vvillany, and your families from want and 


beg is to be careful and diligent in the 
| affairs 
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affairs of God's tabernacle. If his church 
lies warm upon your affections, and his 
glory in his houſe is the object of your 
main concern, he will, in very faithfulneſs, 
take care of you and your affairs. You 
may, indeed, for the preſent, feem to be 
loſers by your attention to church con- 
cerns ; but it will be more than abundant- 
ly made up to you, by providentially 
guarding you againſt the machinations of 
villany, by which you might otherwiſe 
have your circumſtances ruined, or by 
leading you into ſuch connections, or into 
ſuch a chain of events, as ſhall be greatly 
to your advantage. Nothing can be more 
certain than that, if you are conſcientious 
in the diſcharge of your duty in the church 
of God, aiming fingly at the Redeemer's 


. honour, as the firſt concern of your lives; 


and leading aim in. the bent of your con- 
duct, he will build you houſes as he did 
the Egyptian midwives, who hazarded the 


king's diſpleaſure rather than deftroy the 


hope of Iſrael. All your ſtriving to get 
riches, or indeed to keep what you have 
gotten, will be abſolutely in vain, if God 
does not do both for you : the Lord muſt 
both build and watch, or builder and watch- 
man labour in vain. Divine Providence 
alone maketh rich and maketh poor; and 
who are moſt likely to be its favoured ob- 

* 5 jects; 
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jects; he that ſerveth God, or he that 
ſerveth himſelf, Jeſus - will determine in 
theſe remarkable words, F any man ſerve 
me, him will my Father honour.” He that 
ſerveth Jeſus by making. his honour in his 
church, the firſt object of his purſuit, he 
will honour. in his providence in this life, 
as well as with a crownof glory in the life 
which is to come. And I think the pro- 
per negative of this is, that he that ho- 
noureth not Jeſus the Son, ſhall not be ho- 
noured of the Father. If you are careful 
for God's glory, you may make yourſelves 
very eaſy about the reſt; God will take 
your temporal affairs upon himſelf, and 
pyou ſhall profit exceedingly. You ſhall 
not have it to ſay, that your Redeemer is 
an hard and auſtere Maſter ; a tyrant as 
well as a ſovereign. None ever yet loſt 
by the ſervice of God, nor by it ſhall any 
r EET. 217 0 
Remember what choice young Solomon 
made, and what he got by his wiſdom. 
Juſt on his acceſſion to the throne of Iſrael, 


God appeared to him in a viſion of the 


night, left it to him to aſk one of three 
things, and freely to take his choice. Hav- 
ing ſuch an extenſive proſpect opened be- 

fore him, a giddy thoughtleſs youth would 
have aſked mountains of boundleſs wealth, 
the dazzling ſplendor of princely * 
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the empire of the world, or twice the days 
of the oldeſt of men. But Solomon, di- 

vinely led, conſidered properly his 
Jonat fituation, as at the head of the Hoſts 
of God, and governor of all the tribes of 
Ifrael ; willing to govern, not as a tyrant 
who ſeeks his own, but as vicegerent to the 
Almighty for the public good. He fixes his 
heart upon wiſdom, to enable him to rule 
forGod, according to and the endsforwhich 
he was raiſed up, and thus expreſſeth his 
choice. Give me toi ſdem and knowledge, 
that I may go out and come in before this peo- 
ple; for who can judge this thy ſo great peo- 
ple“ He'confines his choice entirely to 
wiſdom, and that to one ſpecies of wiſ- 
dom only; wiſdom for the government of 
God's inheritance, But lo! heobtains all 
things elſe without aſking for them; wiſ- 
dom of every kind, natural, moral, and 
ſpiritual, were granted to him; riches and 
honour more than ever fell to the lot of any 
other potentate whatever. So ſhall it be 
with thoſe of you who chooſe wiſdom and 
ſpiritual prudence, to make you uſrful in 
the houſe of God, he will take care of 

your houſes as he did of Solomon's. 
But if ſelf muſt prevail, and your own 
concerns muſt have the aſcendancy over 
thoſe of the church, he will ſmite your 
houſes in the four corners, there ſhall be . 

& mot 
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moth in every bag; a worm at the root 


of every pleaſant gourd, and deſolation 3 
Mall be the lot of your inheritance. He in 
will ſend villains to defraud you; he will hz 
bewilder you in your commercaal affairs, 1 
that you ſhall chooſe the evil and leave the ne 
anal and - "ny © bring deſtruction upon * 
your comforts. Unleſs, indeed, thou art of 
a very muck-worm, and haſt no portion in wo 
the future life; in this Caſe he may treat fi 
thee as a baſtard, and let thee have thy 5 
ortion continued to the end of thy days. | f 
Bur if you are born from above, he will 2 
bring you by one means or another to pre- = 
fer the concerns of his houſe to every pri- Cc 
vate affair of your own. This, if I miſ- "i 
take not, is the reaſon why ſame profeſſors * 
are viſited with ſo many ſtripping provi- ſet 
dences, becauſe they would not truſt the g 
great Governor with them, and gave their A | 
2 own affairs the preference unto thoſe of his = 
* church and people. q: 
III. The words are capable of a further | fo 
improvement ſtill, and may be applied to 15 | 
the work of grace, carried on in individu- ” 
als by the Holy Ghoſt, in the uſe of inſti- " 
tuted means. And in this ſenſe, as well — 
as the former, it may be truly ſaid, that 10 


«© By much ſlothfulneſs the building decayeth, 
and through idleneſs of the hands the houſe 
- droppeth through.” It might indeed be na- 
| | | turally 
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turally expected, that thoſe who have taſted 


the ſweetneſs of divine, love ſhed abroad 
in their hearts, who have an heaven of 
happineſs and glory in view, would be di- 
ligent in the uſe of every means, for the che- 
riſhing of that ſweet delight, which, at cęr- 
tain ſeaſons, they have had in the enjoyment 
of God, as their chiefeſt good. That thoſe 
who, having experienced the ſevere con- 
flicts, * the firſt awakenings of the 


ſoul, triumphed over all the clamours of a 


guilty conſcience, by having attained the 
peace of God which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing, to keep their hearts and minds thro” 


_ Chriſt Jeſus, ſhould afterwards return tothe 


neglect of thoſe very means in which they 
obtained theſe benefits ſo munificent may 
ſeem aſtoniſhing, Yet it is even true, that E- 
phraim, altho? taught by the Almighty togo, 
may become like a ſilly dove, without heart 
to the means of grace, and in a way of back- 

ace towards Egypt and Aſ- 
ſyria. Believers may fall from their firſt 
love, and become neither cold nor hot; 
may be almoſt as if they had never ſeen nor 
approved of the Lord Jeſus. But ah! 
what a wilderneſs ſituation is ſuch a ſoul 
in? How dreadful and deplorable! 

It cannot be unſeaſonable to ſhew by 
what means and degrees degeneracy ad- 
vances, and deſtroys the livelineſs and com- 
rn 1 forts 
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forts of the ſoul; and moſt ufually it is 
in ſome ſuch a manner as the following, 
Firſt, worldly cares prevail over our ſpiritu- 
al concerns, ſo that one or other of the in · 
ſtituted means comes to be neglected, per- 
. haps reading the word, which, although 


{ 
not totally omitted when cares become pre- 
valent, meets but with a curſory reading 
without due attention. The neglect of one c 

duty uſually leads to that of another, and £ 
from an eſtrangement from private dunes, - q 
rows a neglect of thoſe of public wor- I 
ip; and that perſon who can hve with- h 
out his Bible through the week, could al- tl 
fo, but for decency or ſhame, do without a 
the miniſtry of the word on the enſuing p 
fabbath. Hence a ſmall matter will pre- u. 
vent coming out on Lord's day morning, be 
and a little time will make it ſo habitual, hi 
that you can loſe the morning part of eve- fo 
ry Lord's day, without much upbraidings 
of conſcience. When it comes to this, ſe] 
you will not ſtop here, but you will venture pu 
upon an afternoon now and then, which en 
may at firſt be attended with many remon- ſh 
ſtrances of conſcience againſt your ſlothful- yo! 
neſs ; but you will have an expedient at co1 
hand, you can read your Bible or ſome ſho 
other good book during ſervice time, which thi 
may, if grace prevent not, entirely ſilence ſha 
your clamorous hearts; eſpecially, if Sa- the 


ca n 
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tan is permitted to give you comfort in the 
neglect of means. I ſay Satan, for I be- 
lieve not that God gives comfort to his 
people but in the uſc of appointed means; 
whilſt they are eaſily to be had. To talk 
of being comforted in the wilful neglect of 
ordinances, is meer deluſion, and not to 
be regarded, ſeeing God hath declar- 
ed, that he delighteth more in the gates of 
Zion, than in all the dwellings of Jacob. 
The plain ſenſe of which is, „God de- 
lighteth more in the publick worſhip of 
his name, in the aſſembles of his people, 
than in family worſhip, however ſeaſonably 
and devoutly performed. Therefore when 
ended perſonal devotion ſuperſedes the 

uſe of his public ordinances, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that it can be acceptable to 
him, and therefore it cannot be truly com- 
fortable to the party. TY 
Farther, when you have habituated your- 
felves for a certain time, to a neglect of 
public worſhip, and your place has been 
empty from time to time in the church, a 
ſhyneſs. will come upon your ſpirit, that 
you will not much care to have any inter- 
courſe with your brethren, for fear they 
ſhould reprove your ſlothfulneſs. The next 
thing naturally conſequent upon this is 
ſhame; ſhame will drive you away altoge- 
ther, and it is much if the evil of your 


D 2 back- 
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backſliding will be confined to yourſelves. 
You cannot readily confeſs yourſelves in the 
fault, much leſs to be wilful backſliders, 
therefore your invention will work for ſome 
excuſe or other, as a refuge for your cre- 
dit. Something in the miniſter, or the 
mir.iſtry, or ſome miſconduct of the church 
towards one or other of its members, in all 
probability will be alledged as an excule 
tor your neglect. Imperfection will here 
turniſh but too plauſible a pretence for you, 
ſeeing your miniſter is a man of like paſſi- 
ons with yourſelves, and therefore every 
part of his ſpirit and conduct, may not be 
able to ſtand the ſtricteſt enquiry. As to 
his miniſtry, he ſees but in part, and there- 
fore he can propheſy only in-part; though 
he may have much knowledge, he 1s alſo 

poſſeſt of much' ignorance, and therefore 
it may rationally be concluded, that every 
ſentence delivered by him cannor bear the 
ſtrict ſcrutiny of thoſe who are determined 
to criticize and find fault. The church al- 
ſo is under the ſame predicament as a ſo- 
ciety of imperfect men; ſo that, however 
regular and well deſigned their views may 
be, imperfections, yea errors, will ſome- 
times be viſible in their proceedings, and 
of courſe it is no difficult matter for a 
backſhder, when he determines on it, to 
find a ſubterfuge in the imperfections of 
others. 
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ethers. But what a deplorable ſituation 1s 
that unhappy perſon in, who can ſtoop to 
ſuch mean and diſhonourable ſhifts. He 

uts me in mind of Adam, who, to ex- 
euſe his own diſobedience, became the ac- 
cuſer of his boſom companion, confeſſedly 


bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh. 


Farther ſtill ; Since I have been conver - 
fant with profefſors, I have known ſome 
who, through the whole week, were wont 
to have health ſufficient to enable them to- 
attend to their worldly buſineſs, but moſt 
commonly indifpofed on the Lord's day, fo 
as to detain them at home. Juſt as if they 
had been under fome periodical diſeaſe, the 
paroxiſm of which was weekly, and always 
fixed 1ts return on the Sabbath day. Such 
diſeaſes being unknown to phyſicians, one 
would be tempted to think, that in ſuch 
caſes the indiſpoſition was feigned, and if 
fo, it doubly aggravates their guilt, and 
makes rhe negle& of God's ordinances 
abundantly more dreadful. However, it 
is a maxim with me, from which I cannot 
depart, that, in ordinary caſes, the ſame de- 
gree of health, which will enable a perſon 
to go about his buſineſs through the week, 
if continued, will be ſufficient to bring him 
to the church of God on his holy day, to 
join in his inſtituted worſhip. 25 
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We ought to look well to the beginnings 
of backſliding, for if it is indulged, it is 
unknown where it may end. It is like the 
breaking in of water, which, though it be- 
gin only in drops, may, if not prevented, 
end in an inundation, that ſhall ſweep away 
all before it, as has been the. caſe with 
many, | 
Now to conclude, I ſhall beg leave to 
addreſs my readers as members of civil ſo- 
ciety, and requeſt each, well to conſider 
his conduct in that connection in which he 
ſtands; being fully perſuaded, that an up- 
right conſcientious diſcharge of duty in 
civil. and domeſtic life, is indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary to our ſupporting the honourable 
character of Chriſtians, or followers of 
Jeſus. And, 

Firſt, I would addreſs myſelf to you, who 
are ſervants or apprentices, from whom 


the word of God challenges, not only obe- 


dience to your maſters, but all diligence 
and induſtrious diſpatch of their temporal 
buſineſs. And indeed it is morally impoſ- 
ſible, that a ſlothful and untruſty ſervant 
can be a fervent Chriſtian, and an honour- 
able church member. It has been ſuſpect- 
ed, that many who ſtand in the relation of 
ſervants, have been ſo far from acting to- 
wards their maſters, as ſervants of God, 
to whom they were accountable, that their 


main, 
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main, if not their only deſign, ſeemed to 


be, to ſerve themſelves of their maſters and 


miſtreſſes. Where this is the caſe, it is 


impoſſible that the fear of God can be be- 
fore the eyes of the parties, and that the 
ſtudy 0 maintain conſciences void of of. 


fence, both towards God, and towards 


man. Impoſſible, therefore, that a perſon 
of that conduct can be a faithful ſervant 
of the living God, ſeeing he is not ſo 


much as faithful to his engagements with 


man. It is not enough that a ſervant is 
honeſt, and may be truſted. with. his maſ- 


ter's ſubſtance, if he is not alſo diligent in 


diſpatch of his buſineſs. Servants are apt 


to. form high expectations from believing 


maſters, as if in their ſervice they. ſhould 
enjoy uncommon privileges; and they are 
frequently. mortified by diſappointment, 
for want of duly conſidering, that believ- 
ing maſters have buſineſs. to be done, or 
they would not be under the neceſſity of, at 
all, keeping ſervants ; and that their. diſap- 
pointment as frequently ariſes from their 


own negligence, as from any default on the- 


part of their maſters. Every. ſervant ought 
to conſider, that whilſt he is under his maſ- 


ter's roof, his time and talents are his maſter's. 


property by. mutual agreement. I am aware 
that an. objection. will here be made, and 
it will be aſked, What, muſt a ſervant then 
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have no time that he can call his own, and 
which he may apply to 3 purpoſes? 
To which I anſwer. 

Firſt, A conſcientious diſcharge of duty 
towards your maſter makes all the time 
your own; for whilſt you are faithfully 
ferving him, you are obeying and main- 
taining conſciences void of offence before 
God, your heavenly Father; which great 
privilege you loſe when llothful in your 
maſter's buſineſs. There 1s a ſerving God 
in your generation work, as well as in the 
aſſemblies of his people; and a part of 
ſervice too, incumbent on every human 


being. 


Secondly, By a diligent attention to your 


maſter's buſineſs, you put it into his power 
to indulge you in every wiſhed for privi- 
lege; as his affairs ſuffer no loſs by your 
devotion to Chriſt in his ordinances ; and 


a man muſt be his own enemy, who 


would deny a faithful diligent ſervant any 
reaſonable privileges, as fuch a one muſt 


be a bleſſing to his family, and to all 


his affairs; to his ſtore, and to his baſket. 


But if a ſervant is ſlothful, and neglects 


his daily concerns, he puts it abſolutely 
out of his maſter's power to give thoſe in- 


dulgences, as in the caſe abovementioned. 


His buſineſs, which obliges him to keep 


ſervants, mult be done ; and therefore if 


neglected 
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neglected through the day, it muſt be diſ- 
patched at night; and ſo it falls out, that 
the flothful ſervant can have no time to 
himſelf, either for religious or other pur- 
poſes. I am afraid it will be found, that 
the confinement of many ſervants ariſeth 
from their own ſtothtulneſs, rather than the 
avarice of their maſters. Although I am 
far from denying, that this avarice may 
ſometimes be the cauſe of juſt complaint. 
Vet it is my opinion in general, that 
where ſervants are really conſcientious in 
their diſcharge of duty, God will ſo over- 
rule their maſters hearts, be they avaricious 
or benevolent, that their religious privi- 
leges ſhall be no way abridged. Let eve- 
ry profeſſor, who ſtands in the relation of 
a ſervant, hear and regard Paul's injunc- 
tion *, Servants be obedient to them that are 


your maſters according to the fleſh, with fear 


and trembling, in ſingleneſs of your heart as 
unto Chriſt : not with eye-ſervice, as men 
pleaſers, but as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing 
the will f God from the heart; with good 
with doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men: knowing that whatſoever good 
thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive 


| of the Lord whether he be bond or free.” 


From whence it is obſervable, that Chriſ. 
tian ſervants are called to act in all things 


F Epheſ, Vi. 3. 6, 7» 8. 
towards. 
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towards their maſters, as if it were to Chriſf 
himſelf, and that not with a view to pleaſe 
men, ſo much as to do the will of God, 
from the heart, from a ſingle aim to glorify 
their Redeemer. Or, as this apoſtle elſe- 
here expreſſeth it, * That ye may adorn 
the doctrine of God, our Saviour, in all 
things*.” Without an obſervance of ſuch 
rules, 1t 1s plain, that you cannot be an ho- 
nour, nor a bleſſing to the church of Jeſus. 
IT. I would addreſs myſelf to thoſe who 
ſtand in the relation of huſbands and fa- 
thers, and in whoſe conduct ſlothfulneſs, 
in reſpect to the things either of the civil 
or religious life, is of the moſt malignant 
influence, In this caſe it is certainly true, 
that, through much flothfulneſs the build- 
ing decayeth, and through idleneſs of the 
hands, the houſe droppeth through.” There 
is not a character among profeſſors more 
diſagreeable ; none upon whom the ſcrip- 
tures pour more abundant contempt . 
« But if any provide not for his own, eſpe- 
cially for thoſe of his own bouſe, he hath de- 
nied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel.” 
There 1s indeed ſomething ſhocking and 
deteſtable in the character of an idle pa- 
rent, and the more abominable ſtill, if he 
is a profeſſor,” and pretends to the know- 
ledge of things ſpiritual. I have known 
RR + es 
ſome 
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ſome of this goſſiping claſs, who under- 
ſtood every thing but their own proper du- 


ty; and who were ready and active enough, 


in every department, beſides that in which 
divine Providence had placed them, 
Wretched muſt that woman be who is 
yoked with ſuch an huſband. Deplorable 
the ſtate of thoſe children who are under 
the tuition of ſuch a parent. Burdened 
and grieved muſt that church be, who are 
unhappy enough to ſuffer ſuch a one to 
creep into their fellowſhip ; but a church 
hath the means of relief in its own hands, 
as pointed out by the ſcriptures; and 
excommunication of the party removes the 
incumbrance from them. 

That this is their immediate duty; that 
A perſon who provides not for his own fa- 
mily, without ſome viſible impediment, 
which ſhall make his incapacity manifeſt, 
ſhall not abide in goſpel fellowſhip, is very + 
evident from the apoſtle's deſcription of 
ſuch a one; He hath denied the faith by 
his deeds {however good his verbal confeſ- 
ſion may be) and is worſe than infidel.” 
Now if he hath denied the faith, he is no 
fit companion for believers, the ſaints of 


. Jeſus It he were but on a level with in- 


fidels, we ſhould not tolerate him in our 
communion. And cgn it be that, being 
worſe than an infidel, he ſhall continue to 


enjoy 
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enjoy the privileges of God's children, 
and be ſuffered to continue a diſhonour to 
the name of Jeſus, and a ſtain to the Chriſ- 
rian-profeſſion ? TI IN 
But alas! the influence of his impious 
idleneſs in his other connections, ſeem to 
be irremediable, without ſome wonderful 
and amazing interpoſition of divine Pro- 
vidence. What penury muſt attend his 
table? What wretched circumſtances muſt 
his ſpouſe, however virtuous, experience? 
But the greateſt evil attends his unhappy 
offspring, in a caſe more pitiable than that 
of orphans, yet deprived of that aſſiſtance, 
- with which: the circumſtances of orphans 
ate in ſome meaſure relieved. His unhap- 
py children are not only expoſed to penu- 
ry and pinching hunger, but are denied 
the means of inſtruction; perhaps fo far 
neglected, as to be incapable of reading 
their Bibles. It is but a few days ſince, I 
converſod with two men, ſons. of ſuch a pa- 
rent, who lamented to me the conduct of 
their father, in totally neglecting their 
education; the want of which expoſed them 
wt ſuch difficulties in life, as they might 
otherwiſe, in all probability, have avoided. 
And he alſo, by the way, has been a fla- 
ming ptofeſſor ; and a zealous ſtickler for 
the more curious &ſtinctions, dt 
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ſome high-fliers delight to amuſe them- 
ſelves. | | 

But their entire want of education is not 
the whole of the evil that ariſes from the 
unmanly, and impious indolence of parents 
of this character. Their example is bane- 
ful, and deſtructive of the morals of their 
children, and they prove, if grace prevent 
not, the inſtrument of their entire ruin. 
If they follow the example of ſuch fa- 
thers, they alſo will take to the ways of 
idleneſs; and when they come to reaſon 
upon its effects, muſt of courſe be led to 
think very indifferently of their parent's 
religion, and perhaps throw off all religi- 
ous reſtraints whatever. And who knows 
where the end may be ? | 

I deſcend into a deſcription of this part 
of low life, not with fo much as a hope of 
being read by the parties concerned; but 
with a view to ſtir up Chriſtian ſocieties to 
guard againſt characters ſo pernicious, and 
to excite thoſe who may happen to be con- 
verſant with ſuch people, to treat them as 
enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, that they 
may be aſhamed, and ſtudy a reformation 
of manners. He that is attentive to the du- 
ties of his ſtation, in the church, in the fa- 
mily, and in the world, will find no time' 
at all to devote to idfeneſs and diſſipation, 
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50 A ROD for the SLUGGARD, 
May God grant, that 4 ſenſe of the value 
of precious time may reſt upon my heart, 
and that of my reader; that we both may 
walk circumſpectly, redeeming every mo- 
ment to the important purpoles of our 
ſoul concerns. 800 1.97 
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TVEATH: a Vrsron. Or the ſolemn - 


1 ture of Saints and Sinners, repreſented” un- 
der the Similitude of a Dream, Price 25. Sewed, 


2. FANMILIAR EPisTLEs to the Rev. Dr. 
Prieſtley. Price 1s. 6d. 


12. A LETTER to Edward Bridges Blacket, 


L. L. D. Occaſioned by his Sermon preached at 
the Conſecration of St. Aubyne's Chapel, in 


Dock Town, Plymouth. Price 6d. 


4. IxXERNAI CONFERENCE ; or Dialogues of 


Devils. By the Liſtener, 2 vols. 58. Seed. 


F. The Lirk of Jos ru. Price 28. 6d. Served, 


6. The ARITAx's and SocixiAx's MoniToR, 
Price 9d. 
7. PRIESTCRAFT DeyENDED. A Sermon, 
occaſioned by the Expulſion of Six Young Gen- 
tlemen from the Univerſity of Oxford, for Pray- 
ing, Reading, and ſinging Hymns, Price 6d. 


8. A Roy for the SLUGGarD ; or the great. 
Evil of Idleneſs repreſented, Price 4d. or 38. 
od. per dozen to give away. 


9. The CHANGEs of ErHRAIM; or the Back- 
ſliders Warning, Price 44. or 3s. 6d. per dozen 
to give away. : i 


10. A CAu- 
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BOOKS Publiſhed by the Author. 
10. A Caron to Dauxx ARDS; or the Sin 


of Intemperance cenſured. Price 4d. or 38.6d. 
per dozen to give away. 


_ I, The CANKER WoRM ; or the Gourd of 
Creature Comfort withered, Price 4d. or 38. 
6d, per dozen to give away. 


12. JosnvVA's Pious RESOLUTION ; or the 
Duties of Family Religion, and Houſhold Go- 
vernment enforced. Price 4d. or 38. 6d. per 
dozen to give away. | 


13. PzRBZ-U2ZAH ; or the Danger of Diſcord 
conſidered, Price 4d. or 3s. 6d. per dozen to 
ive away. . | 


14. Some TROVOCHTS on Occasonar 
PrRAaveR. Price 4d. or 38. 6d. per dozen to 


give away, 


15. The Sun FounraTion. A Sermon 
occaſioned by the Death of the Rev. Mr. Benj. 
| Meſſer. Price 18. Publiſhed for the Benefit of 


